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It's not a coincidence that some of
the best and most interesting
Oregon wines are from relatively
unknown grape varieties. Witness
the exceptional quality of the
tempranillo wine from Abacela
winery in the Umpqua Valley. Or the
auxerrois from Adelsheim Vineyards.
Or the pinot blanc and gamay noir
from WillaKenzie Estate. 

These and others (muscat ottonel
from The Eyrie Vineyards , for
example) demonstrate that what
works best in Oregon is far from
settled. Sure, pinot noir is here to
stay. But Oregon winegrowing is in
its infancy and there's a long way to
go before it's clear which grape
varieties respond best in various
locations. 

De Ponte Melon "D.F.B. Estate"
Dundee Hills 2009 -- Want proof
that one of the best wines made in
Oregon isn't pinot noir? Try this dry
white wine from the melon grape
variety. 

Never heard of melon? Then perhaps
you've heard of the French wine
Muscadet, the wine of choice in
many Parisian brasseries to
accompany oysters and shellfish.
Muscadet is 100 percent melon. A
really good melon -- which is really
to say Muscadet, as it's pretty much
the only game in town for this grape
-- should be utterly dry, crisp,
refreshingly acidic but not
excessively so, with an entrancing
whiff of anise or licorice. It's never
weighty or alcoholic. And nothing about the wine calls for oak, so it almost
never sees any. 

All of these attributes are on display in this just-released 2009 De Ponte
Cellars melon from Dundee Hills. Created from vines that are now more than
25 years old, this is superb melon that can take on just about any French
Muscadet you'd care to compare it to. It's one of the best dry white wines
made in Oregon, never mind the grape variety. 

Worth noting is that although the winery submits this wine has an aging
potential of just "two to three years," experience with the best Muscadet
wines suggests a great melon can age for upward of a decade or even longer.
That said, like all good melons, 2009 De Ponte Cellars melon is tasty now. And
yes, it's best when served with shellfish or mild cheeses. Not much is made,
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just 680 cases. Get it while you can. $22.95. (Distributor is Young's
Columbia.) 

Altano "Douro" 2007, Symington Family Estates -- Speaking of unusual
grape varieties creating distinctive wines, here's another contender. Altano is
the brand name of a Portuguese red grown in the Douro Valley , where the
port is created. 

Here you have a blend of two indigenous red grape varieties: tinta roriz (70
percent) and touriga franca (30 percent). The Douro is a rugged, even harsh,
environment with granite soils. The result is a ripe yet balanced red wine with
a lovely floral scent, good acidity and an unmistakable mineral note. It's a
terrific barbecue red of real refinement. The price is just $8.95 a bottle.
(Distributor is Galaxy Wine Co.) 

Cerasuolo "Montepulciano d'Abruzzo" 2009, Torre dei Beati -- A
perennial personal favorite. Every spring when I taste this delectable pink
wine from Italy's Abruzzo region I am reminded that this is one of the
consistently best rosés I know. So here it is again -- with no apologies. 

This is a little darker-hued than most rosés, but the savor and scent are
remarkable, with a touch of minerality along with berry tastes. By the way,
the goofy, almost illegible front label is a handwritten poem composed by the
winemaker, which reads (in Italian): "Beautiful. You are looking at me. You
are promising love. It remains the memory of your perfume. – Rosa." 

Whatever. This is great rosé, one of the very best. $13.95. (Distributor is
Casa Bruno.) 

-- Matt Kramer  
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