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HOMEGROWN
WillaKenzie Estate Gamay Noir 2001 

   Sometimes the name of a district far outshines that 
of a grape variety. To most wine drinkers, if you say 
"Beaujolais," they'll say, "Sure, I know it."  But if 
you say "gamay noir" you're more likely to draw a 
blank. Yet all Beaujolais wines are made 100 percent 
from gamay noir. 
    Gamay noir's lack of respect could change fast if 
enough people tasted WillaKenzie Estate's 2001 
gamay noir. This is superb gamay noir, comparable This is superb gamay noir, comparable 
to some of the best bottlings in Beaujolais and farto some of the best bottlings in Beaujolais and far  
superior to the great majority of them.superior to the great majority of them. 
    Grown entirely on WillaKenzie's property in Yam-
hill County, this gamay noir is intense and unusually 
concentrated from one of the ripest vintages Oregon 
has yet seen. The result is a lush and supple wine that 
shows how rewarding this grape variety can be. Ideal 
for drinking right now, it has the density and concen-
tration to reward cellaring should you be so inclined. 
       
     -- Matt Kramer
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